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Honors and Awards:
2018 “Charlie” Award, for Significant Contributions to the Field of Humor Studies. American Humor Studies Association, July 2018.
Fulbright Scholar Ambassador. CIES/Institute for International Education, 2016-2019.

Fulbright Professor of American Literature, Universiteit Antwerpen, Belgium, February-June, 2014.

Louis J. Budd Award for Distinguished Scholarship. Quadrennial Conference on the State of Mark Twain Studies, Elmira, NY, 4 August, 2013.

King Broadrick-Allen Award for Distinguished Teaching. Campus Honors Program, September 2013.
President, Mark Twain Circle of America, 2007-2010.

President, American Humor Studies Association, 2012-2015. 

Distinguished Teacher/Scholar Award, University of Illinois, May 2007.

Amy L. Devine Recognition Award (Alpha Omega Epsilon) for distinguished teaching and advising, University of Illinois, February 2007

Board of Advisors, American Passages, a 16-part video series on American writers, produced by Oregon Public Broadcasting and the Annenberg Foundation, with additional support from the W. W. W. Norton Company.  2002-5. 

Visiting Lecturer in American Literature, KUL (Katholieke Universiteit Leuven), Belgium, February-March 2002.

United States Information Service Visiting Distinguished Lecturer, University of Delhi, Punjab University, Annamalai University, and five other universities and colleges in India, to mark the 100th Anniversary of Mark Twain’s tour of India, October, 1997.  

William F. Prokasy Award for Distinguished Teaching (College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, University of Illinois), Spring, 1992.

Robert Schneider Award for Teaching and Service (Department of English, University of 

Illinois), Spring, 1992.

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Advising, University of Illinois, May, l98l  (first recipient of the award).

Campus Course Development Award, to develop on-line resources to support English 255  (a large lecture course in American literature); March 1996. English 255 was the first UIUC lecture course in English or American Literature to make use of such resources.  

Sloan Center for Asynchronous Learning Environments: 1996 Sloan Center Award to support technological enhancement of English 255. Spring, 1996.

Fulbright Senior Lecturer, Universities of Ghent, Brussels, and Liège, Belgium, l983‑4.

University of Illinois List of Excellent Teachers: numerous listings since 1978 for undergraduate English courses and honors seminars.

Highest Distinction, Doctoral Examinations, University of Washington, l974.

President, University of Illinois Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, 2006-2008.  

Publications

 Books:
Claude Monet: The Water-Lilies, and Other Writings on Art.  Translated and Annotated by Bruce Michelson.  Urbana, IL, Windsor & Downs, 2017.  https://iopn.library.illinois.edu/books/windsor-downs/catalog/book/1 
Printer’s Devil: Mark Twain and the American Publishing Revolution, Berkeley: University of California Press, 2006. 
Literary Wit. Amherst and London: University of Massachusetts Press, 2001.

Mark Twain on the Loose: A Comic Writer and the American Self.  Amherst and London: 


University of Massachusetts Press, June 1995.


[Selected by Choice as an “Outstanding Academic Book of 1995”]

Wilbur’s Poetry: Music in a Scattering Time.  Amherst and London: University of 


Massachusetts Press, 1991.  

[With Edward Whitley] Teaching with the Norton Anthology of American Literature, Eight Edition. New York: W. W. Norton, 2012.

Teaching with the Norton Anthology of American Literature, Seventh Edition. New York: W. W. Norton, 2008.
[with Marjorie Pryse]  Teaching with the Norton Anthology of American Literature, Sixth Edition. New York: W.W. Norton, 2002.

[with Marjorie Pryse] Teaching with the Norton Anthology of American Literature, Fifth Edition.  New York: W. W. Norton, 1998. 

[with Francine Lercangée] Joyce Carol Oates, a Garland Annotated Bibliography.  New


 York: Garland Press, 1986. 
Articles and Book Chapters:
“The Year’s Work in American Humor Studies, 2017” Studies in American Humor, Vol. 5, no.1 (2019), 157-242.
“Comic Outbreaks and Scholastic Discontents,” Studies in American Humor, Vol. 4, no. 2 (2018), 205-215.
“The Year’s Work in American Humor Studies, 2015” Studies in American Humor, Vol. 3, no.1 (2017), 46-121.
“The City and the Mind,” in Great Teachers: Essays over honger onderwijs, voor Kristiaan Versluys (Gent: Academia Press, 2016), 82-87.
“The Year’s Work in American Humor Studies, 2013,” Studies in American Humor, Series 4, Vol. 1, no.1 (2015), 41-105.

“Comic Dimensions, Low Theory, High Stakes,” Studies in American Humor, Vol. 3, No.29 (2014), 35-43. 
[book chapter] “The Mind-Sciences in the Humanities Classroom,” in The Neuroscientific Turn: Transdisciplinarity in the Age of the Brain, ed. Melissa Littlefield and and Jenell Johnson (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2013), 216-232. 

[book chapter] “Mark Twain’s Mysterious Strangers and the Motions of the Mind,” Centenary Reflections on Mark Twain’s No. 44, The Mysterious Stranger, ed. Chad Rohman and Joseph Csicsila (Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2009), 216-235.

[book chapter] “Samuel Clemens and the Mississippi River Metropolis,” in Cosmopolitan Twain, ed. Ann Ryan and Joe McCullough (Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2008), 64-92.  


Reprinted in Twentieth Century Literary Criticism, 2012 (Boston: Gale Research, 2012).

[book chapter] “Mark Twain and the Enigmas of Wit,” in A Guide to Mark Twain, ed. Peter Messent and Louis J. Budd (Oxford: Blackwell, 2006), 513-530.

[book chapter] “American Literature in the Cornfields: Stuart Pratt Sherman and Kerker Quinn,” in No Boundaries: University of Illinois Vignettes, ed. Lillian Hoddeson (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2004), 88-101.

[featured essay] “Technology.” in The Oxford Companion to Mark Twain, ed. Gregg Camfield (New York and London: Oxford University Press, 2003), 591-99.

“The Web and the Rites of Knowing,” Educational Technology, XLI, No. 5 (September-October 

2001), 17-22.

“Huck’s River: The Strange Life of an American Metaphor,”  In  Sounding the Depths: 

Water as Metaphor in North American Literature, ed. Gayle Wurst and Christine Raguet Bouvart (Liege: University of Liege Press, 1998), 61-72. 


“Mark Twain, ‘Foreigners,’ and the American Self,” in The Insular  Dream: Obsession and 


Resistance, ed. Kristiaan  Versluys (Amsterdam: VU University Press, 1995), 86-98.

“Theron Ware in the Wilderness of Ideas.” American Literary  Realism, 25, No. 1 (Fall, 1992), 54-73. 

“Richard Wilbur’s Music of Pure Cold,” Christianity and Literature, 42, No.4, (1992), 585-600. 

“Realism, Romance, and Dynamite: The Quarrel of A Connecticut Yankee.”  The New 
England Quarterly LXIV, No. 4 (December, 1991), 609‑32.

“Keillor, Rolvaag, and the Art of Telling the Truth.”  American Studies, 30, no. 1 (Spring, 1989), 

21‑34.
Reprinted in Contemporary Literary Criticism, vol. 222 (Detroit: Gale, 2006).

“Ever Such a Good Time: The Structure of Mark Twain’s Roughing It. DQR: The Dutch 


Quarterly Review of Anglo‑American Studies, 17, no. 3 (1987), 182‑199. 


Reprinted in American Literature in Belgium, ed. G. Debusscher (Amsterdam: Rodopi Press, 1988), pp.27‑42. 

“The Tragic Scientists”, in Elizabethan and Modern Studies. (Ghent: 


Rijksuniversiteit‑Gent Press, 1986.) 173‑80.

“Richard Wilbur,” bibliographical and critical essay, in Contemporary American Poets, 
Contemporary Authors Bibliographical Series, Vol. 2. ( Detroit: Gale, 1986), 
335‑68.

“Randall Jarrell and Robert Lowell:  The Shaping of Lord Weary’s Castle,” Contemporary 

Literature 26, No. 4 (Winter, 1985), 402‑25. 

Reprinted in Robert Lowell: Critical Essays, ed. Harold Bloom (New York: Chelsea House, 1989).

“Edith Wharton’s House Divided,” Studies in American Fiction, Autumn, l984, 199‑215.

Reprinted [excerpts] in Twentieth Century Literary Criticism, 49 (July, 2005). 

“Hawthorne’s House of Three Stories,” The New England Quarterly, June, 1984, l63‑83.

Reprinted in Critical Essays on Hawthorne’s House of the Seven Gables, ed. 
Bernard Rosenthal (New York: G.K. Hall, 1995), 76-90.  

“Lowell versus Lowell,” The Virginia Quarterly Review, Winter, l983, 23‑39.  (on Robert Lowell’s poetry).    

“The Idea of Henderson,” Twentieth Century Literature, 27, No. 4 (Winter, l981‑2), 309‑24.

“Wilbur’s Words,” The Massachusetts Review, Spring, l982, 97‑111.

Reprinted (excerpts) in Contemporary Literary Criticism, 53  (1989), ed. Daniel G. Marowski, 399-403.
Reprinted in Richard Wilbur’s Creation, ed. Wendy Salinger.  Ann Arbor:  
University of Michigan Press, 1983.    
Reprinted in DISCovering Authors (CD-ROM), ed. James P. Draper (Detroit: Gale, 1992).

“The Myth of Gatsby,”  Modern Fiction Studies 26, No. 4 (Winter, 1980‑1) 563‑77. 

Reprinted [excerpts] in Library of Literary Criticism 5, 2nd Supplement.  New York: Ungar, 1985.
“Deus Ludens: The Shaping of Mark Twain’s Mysterious Stranger, Novel 14, No. 1 (Fall, 
l980), 44‑56.   

 
Reprinted [excerpts] in Twentieth Century Literary Criticism,VIII (Detroit: Gale, 
1982). 


Reprinted [complete] in Mark Twain: Modern Critical Views, ed. Harold Bloom (New 
York: Chelsea House, 1986), 107‑121.

“Huck and the Games of the World,” American Literary Realism, XIII, No.1 (Spring, 1980), 267‑69.  

 
Reprinted in Huck Finn Among the Critics: A Centennial Selection, ed.  M. Thomas Inge. Washington: University Publications of America, 1985; distributed overseas as “An American Studies Reader” in the Forum Series by The United States Information Agency.   [Thai edition, 1988.]

“Richard Wilbur’s The Mind Reader”, The Southern Review,  Spring, 1979,  pp. 245‑61. 

    
 Reprinted  [abridged] in Contemporary Literary Criticism,  Vol. 14  (Detroit: Gale,


 1980), 579‑580. 

 Reprinted in Poetry Criticism 51 (Detroit: Gale Research, 2004. 

“Richard Wilbur: The Quarrel with Poe,” The Southern Review   Spring, l978, pp. 
245‑61.

Reprinted [complete] in Twentieth Century American Literature, Vol. 7, ed. Harold Bloom (New York: Chelsea House, 1988), 4281-4286.


Reprinted in Richard Wilbur’s Creation, ed. Wendy Salinger.  Ann Arbor:  University of Michigan Press, 1983.    

“Mark Twain the Tourist: The Form of The Innocents Abroad,” American Literature, 49, 
No. 3  (November, l977), 385‑98.  
Reprinted in On Mark Twain: The Best from AMERICAN LITERATURE, ed. Louis J. Budd and Edwin H. Cady (Durham: Duke University Press, 1987).
Selected Additional Publications:

More than 25 book reviews, appearing in journals such as The New England Quarterly, American Studies, American Literary History, Nineteenth Century Literature, Studies in the Novel, Studies in American Fiction, Journal of English and Germanic Philology, Modern Fiction Studies, and American Literature. 
“A Response to David Matthews,” American Literary History XXII, No.4 (2010), 773-780.

From 2005-2010, I was the principal author of the web site for the Norton Anthology of American Literature, 5th Edition, 6th Edition, and 7th Edition  http://www.wwnorton.com/naal
On-screen commentator in the following episodes of American Passages, a video series produced by Oregon Public Broadcasting and the Annenberg Foundation (2001):   
Episode 4: The Spirit of Nationalism: Declaring Independence, 1710-1850

Episode 8: Regional Realism: Depicting the Local in American Literature, 1865-1900

Episode 9: Social Realism: Class Consciousness in American Literature, 1875-1920
[Reprinted chapter] “Mark Twain and the Escape from Sense” (Chapter 1 of Mark Twain on the Loose) reprinted [extracts] in Anna Sheets Nesbitt et. al., eds., Short Story Criticism 34  (Farmington Hills MI: Gale, 2000), 342-346.

 “Travel Writings;” “Hank Morgan;” “Baalbec,” and “Azores.” The Mark Twain Encyclopedia, ed. J. R. Le Master et. al. (New York: Garland, 1993), pp.58, 59, 523-4, 745-50.  LXXX, 2 (April, l98l), pp.226‑8.
Selected papers, lectures, panel presentations, appearances: 
“Mark Twain, Gilded Age Technology, and Illusions of Intimacy,” American Literature Association Annual Conference, Boston MA, 25 May, 2019.

“Mark Twain in A PoMo Twilight,” The Assault of Laughter, Quadrennial Conference on the State of Mark Twain Studies, Elmira College, Elmira NY, 4 August, 2017.

“Literary Wit in a Twilight of Genre and Mode,” American Literature Association Annual Conference, Boston MA, 25 May 2017.

“Mark Twain, Past and Present,” The Clemens Conference, 2015, Hannibal LaGrange University, Hannibal, MO, 25 July 2015.

 “Mark Twain and the Crises of Memory,” Quadrennial Conference on the State of Mark Twain Studies, Elmira College, Elmira, NY, 3 August,, 2013.

“Mark Twain and the Invention of Celebrity,” Illinois Program for Research in the Humanities special presentation, University Club of Chicago, 13 June, 2013.

Respondent to Roger Geiger (Penn State) and Sheldon Rothblatt (University of California, Berkeley), “A New Deal for the Humanities: Liberal Arts and the Future of Public Higher Education,” opening session, University of Illinois, 18 September, 2013. 

“American Realism in the First Virtual Age,” Mimesis Now Conference, University of Rochester, 6 April, 2012.

“Mark Twain: The Evolution of an American Icon,” Amerika-Institut Bavarian American Academy; Bayerich Amerikanisches Zentrum/Amerika Haus, Munich, Germany, 3 June, 2012.

“Mark Twain: A Literary Icon and the Motions of the Mind,” Julius-Maximilians-Universität Würzburg Anglistik und Amerikanistik Bavarian American Academy, 7 June, 2012.
“Mark Twain: Fresh Perspectives on an American Icon?” Friedrich Alexander-Universität, Erlangen-Nürnberg Amerikanistik/American Studies Bavarian American Academy, 8 June, 2012.
"Richard Wilbur at Ninety: The Heresies of Literary Wit,"  American Literature Association National Convention, Boston, MA, 26 May, 2011.

“Limitless Choice,” Keynote Address, British Association for American Studies, British Association for American Studies 55th Annual Conference, University of East Anglia, 8 April 2010.

“Adam and Eve in Pictures and Words,” guest presentation at Mark Twain at 175: An American Icon Reconsidered, St. Joseph College, West Hartford, CT, 13 November 2010.  Also presented at the Mark Twain Circle/American Humor Studies Association Quadrennial Conference, San Diego, CA, 10 December, 2010; and at Quarry Farm (Center for Mark Twain Studies) 22 July, 2010.  
“Huckleberry Finn and the Motions of the Mind,” St. Louis University, 30 September, 2010.

Panelist, closing discussion (with Louis J. Budd, Ron Powers, and Tom Quirk), Marking Twain: A Centennial Celebration of the Life and Legacy of Samuel Langhorne Clemens, University of Missouri (Columbia), 20 March, 2010. 

“Mark Twain as a Literary Craftsman,” Quadrennial Conference on the State of Mark Twain Studies, Elmira College, Elmira NY, August 7, 2009.

“Around and Around in Tom Stoppard’s Arcadia.” Chautauqua Institution, July 12, 2009.
“Mark Twain’s Stranger and the Motions of the Mind,” Centennial Conference on Mark Twain’s Mysterious Stranger. Center for Mark Twain Studies, Elmira College, October 11, 2008.

“Mark Twain, Jean Baudrillard, and the Wild Frontiers of Cultural Studies,” MLA National Convention, Philadelphia, 29 December 2006.

Featured guest presentations, National Endowment for the Humanities Workshop, Mark Twain Home and Memorial, Hartford, CT, 12-14 July, 2006.

“Mark Twain and the American Media Revolution,” Center for Mark Twain Studies, Elmira, NY, 12 May 2006. 

“Learning Modernism the Hard Way:  Mark Twain’s Later years,” American Literature Association National Convention, San Diego CA, 27 May, 2004.

Featured guest on Odyssey, a weekly radio talk-show originating at WBEZ, Chicago, hosted by Gretchen Helfrich, 12 December 2003.  The subject was new directions in Mark Twain scholarship. 

"Wit, Irony, Humor: Fresh Approaches," Rijksuniversiteit Gent, Belgium, 7 March, 2002.

Panel Chair and Organizer: “Mark Twain and Visual Representation,” Quadrennial Conference 

on the State of Mark Twain Studies, Elmira NY,  17 August, 2001.  

Invited Participant in the West Chester Critical Seminar on the Work of Richard Wilbur (limited to “ten-twelve established critics and writers for an informed three-day discussion” WCU Annual Poetry Conference, 6-8 June, 2001. 

“Mark Twain and the Art of Wit,” Quadrennial Conference on the State of Mark 

Twain Studies, Elmira NY, 16 August, 2001.  

“My Mark Twain: Notes from a Dysfunctional Relationship,” American Literature

 Association National Convention, Long Beach, CA, 25 May, 2000.

“Mark Twain and the Information Age,” Senshu University, Japan, 2 June,1999.

“Mark Twain and Literary Wit,” Mishima University, Mishima  Japan  4 June, 1999.

“Mark Twain and the Information Age,” Keynote Address at the India Mark Twain 

Conference, American Studies Research Centre, Hyderabad, India, 1 October 1997.

Address, Founder’s Day Ceremonies, Annamalai University, Chidambaram, India, 30 

September, 1997.

Inaugural Address, Inauguration of the American Studies Program, Annamalai

 University, Chidambaram, India, 29 September, 1997.

“Wit as a Modern Literary Practice,” Pondicherry University, Pondicherry, India, 29 

September, 1997.

Inaugural Address, American Studies Circle, Calcutta, India, 25 September, 1997.

“American Studies in an Information Age,” Keynote Address at the Conference on 

American Studies, Punjab University, Chandigarh, India, 23 September, 1997.

“The River as Symbol in Huckleberry Finn,” Department of English, Delhi University, 

New Delhi, India, 22 September, 1997.
Education:
Ph.D.  University of Washington, 1976.  

M.A., University of Washington, l973.

A.B., Magna Cum Laude Williams College, 1970. 
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